. Percent cover of the 10 most abundant coral genera at all 7 west and 9 east sites studied along the Similan Islands. Abundance of coral genera given as a fraction of the total coral cover at the different sites studied. Percentage of total coral cover and coral genera cover calculated as means (±SE) Table S5 . Analysis of similarity (ANOSIM) results after 999 permutations of differences in benthic composition between 3 x 50 m transects (triplicate transects) at island Ko Miang (west and east at 7 and 20 m depths). Consecutive transects numbered as 1, 2, and 3. The low R-values (close to zero) imply little or no segregation between the 3 transects at each site with respect to their benthic composition. Directly consecutive transects (transects 1 and 2 or transects 2 and 3) are not more similar to each other than external transects (1 and 3 Table S7 . ANOVA for coral framework on the east and west of the Similan Islands (4.1 and 8.1). Side (E and W) and depth (7, 14 and 20 m) were used as treatment factors; post hoc, pairwise comparisons were performed via Tukey HSDtests (**0.01 > p ≥ 0.001, ***p < 0.001) 
